THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

of the Navy, and General Bernal, Military Commander in
Cartagena.

At twelve-fifteen, the meeting began with Dr. Negrin in
the chair. He told us that he had summoned us to explain
the general situation, also the attempts he had made to
negotiate peace. When he had finished, he would want to
know our opinions as to the wisdom or unwisdom of
continuing the war.

The Prime Minister took two hours to give his in-
formation, always emphasising the need to resist. He told
us he thought the situation very serious, but that circum-
stances made it imperative for us to continue the war. He
said that the problem of catering and transport could be
solved. As for armaments, apart from the war material
which was in France as a result of the retreat from
Catalonia, there were very large quantities of machine-
guns, batteries and aeroplanes, all acquired by the
Government in other countries, and that probably all
these armaments could be brought to Spain, though he
did not know exactly what decision France would make
on this point. With regard to the troops which had
retreated from Catalonia and were now interned in
France, he said that he was making efforts to arrange for
their repatriation and incorporation in the Republican
Army, efforts which, up to that moment, had not been
effective.

He continued with all the loquacity and lack of pre-
cision which characterised him, to inform us about the
efforts he had made for Peace. According to him, since the
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